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MEDIA RELEASE: 13 JANUARY 2010   

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE ANNOUNCES NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Hampstead Theatre today announced that Edward Hall has been appointed Artistic Director and Chief Executive of Hampstead Theatre, taking over from Anthony Clark at the end of January. Hall’s inaugural season will be announced later this spring/early summer to open in the autumn of that year.

Since moving into its purpose-built 325 seat venue in 2003, Hampstead Theatre has won seven major new writing awards, commissioned and worked with leading theatre professionals and companies from across the UK and internationally, and developed a celebrated youth theatre and community outreach programme. Hampstead Theatre celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2009 with a series of revivals and readings from each decade and four new plays.

Edward Hall is one of the UK’s most sought-after directors. He has won numerous awards and critical acclaim for his inventive and visceral direction of new and classic plays, musicals and television drama. His all-male Shakespeare company, Propeller, mounts productions every twelve to eighteen months which tour in the UK and internationally, regularly playing at BAM in New York and festivals around Europe. Hall remains Artistic Director of Propeller.  He is also an associate of the National Theatre, the Watermill Theatre and the Old Vic.

Hall said: ‘Hampstead Theatre and I share a passion for finding new audiences for theatre and I am thrilled to be taking over as Artistic Director. I am excited by the company’s long and successful association with new writing and with the opportunities the building offers in creating a dynamic dialogue between the audience and the actors.’ 

Dame Jenny Abramsky, Chair of the Board of Hampstead Theatre said: ‘Edward has an enormous amount of energy and confidence to bring to the company. He has broad experience across the theatre and film mediums, and an infectious excitement for bringing the most innovative theatre-makers together. We eagerly anticipate his first season.’

Moira Sinclair, Executive Director of Arts Council England, London said: 'We are delighted with Edward Hall's appointment and we are confident that he will provide a strong artistic vision for Hampstead Theatre as it enters an exciting new phase. We look forward to working with him and the board as the theatre continues to make a significant contribution to local communities and the theatre sector in London.'
-Ends-

For further information please contact Becky Sayer: 020 7449 4151 beckys@hampsteadtheatre.com

Notes for editors:

EDWARD HALL

Artistic Director, Hampstead Theatre

Edward Hall is a director of theatre, film and television. He is Founder and Artistic Director of Propeller and an Associate of The National Theatre, The Old Vic and The Watermill Theatre Newbury.

Edward Hall is currently in post production for two episodes of Strike Back, produced by Left Bank Pictures. He has also directed four episodes of the BBC drama series Spooks, by writers including  Dennis Kelly and David Farr. In March 2009 he directed a new play Two Men of Florence in Boston, written by former presidential speech writer Richard N Goodwin. His most recent West End production was The Deep Blue Sea by Terence Rattigan which starred Greta Scaatchi at the Vaudeville Theatre. At the National Theatre, he directed the acclaimed production of A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to he Forum, Edmond with Kenneth Branagh and Once In A Lifetime with David Suchet. His productions of The Taming of The Shrew and Twelfth Night played at the Old Vic prior to a world tour. Hall has been nominated for two Olivier Awards for Rose Rage (Best Director) and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (Outstanding Musical Production) and his production of Henry V was part of the RSC’S This England: The Histories which won the South Bank Show Award for Theatre.

OTHER THEATRE INCLUDES: 

Merchant of Venice/A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Propeller world tour), For Services Rendered (Watermill Theatre Newbury), Mark Ravenhill’s Dick Whittington (Barbican), A Streetcar Named Desire with Natasha Richardson and John C Reilly (Roundabout Theatre New York), The Winter’s Tale (Watermill Theatre Newbury; world Tour), Calico (Duke of York’s Theatre),The Hinge of the World (Yvonne Arnaud Theatre Guildford), Macbeth with Sean Bean and Samantha Bond (Albery Theatre), Rose Rage adapted with Roger Warren from Henry VI parts I, II and III (Haymarket Theatre; Watermill Theatre Newbury; UK/international tour and Chicago Shakespeare Theatre; Duke’s Theatre, New York), The Constant Wife (Apollo Theatre), Putting It Together (Chichester Festival Theatre), Julius Caesar (RSC), Tantalus (Denver Centre and UK tour), Henry V (RSC), Twelfth Night (Watermill Theatre Newbury), Sacred Heart (Royal Court Theatre Upstairs), Celaine (Hampstead Theatre), The Two Gentleman of Verona (RSC), The Comedy of Errors and Henry V (Watermill Theatre Newbury; Pleasance Theatre London; RSC; international tour), That Good Night (Yvonne Arnaud Theatre Guildford tour), Othello (Watermill Theatre Newbury; Tokyo Globe), Richard III (Tokyo Globe), Cain (Minerva Studio Chichester).
TV AND RADIO INCLUDE:

Strike Back (Left Bank Pictures), Spooks (Kudos), Kingdom (Parallel Films), Miss Marple: Sleeping Murder starring Geraldine McEwan, Cutting Edge: Safari Strife (Channel 4), Richard III (NHK in Japan), Dear Exile, Eveline, Into Exile (BBC Radio 4).

AWARDS & NOMINATIONS:

Four Jeff Awards including Best Play, Best Director and Best Ensemble Cast (Rose Rage)

Olivier Award nomination for Best Director (Rose Rage)

Olivier Award nomination for Outstanding Musical Production (A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum)
TMA Award for Best Touring Production (Rose Rage)
Drama Desk Award nomination (The Taming of the Shrew and Twelfth Night)

TMA/Barclays Theatre Best Director Award (Twelfth Night)

TMA Award for Best Touring Production (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Drama Desk Award nomination (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

The South Bank Show Award for Theatre (This England: The Histories - Henry V)

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE  2003 - 2010

WRITERS AND DIRECTORS

Hampstead Theatre has commissioned and produced new work from the UK’s leading writers and directors, including: Bola Agbaje, Mark Babych, Lucy Bailey, Richard Bean, Alistair Beaton, Ian Brown, Gregory Burke, Kathy Burke, Ryan Craig, Gregory Doran, David Grindley, Dennis Kelly, Bryony Lavery, Robin Lefevre, Nell Leyshon, James Phillips, Alan Plater, Lindsay Posner, Amy Rosenthal, Antony Sher, Robin Soans, Polly Teale, Steve Waters, Samuel West, Roy Williams, Richard Wilson.
AWARDS

Finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, 2008 (On The Rocks by Amy Rosenthal); winner of the Wolff / Whiting Award, 2007 and nominated for the TMA Award for Best New Play, 2007 (Taking Care of Baby by Dennis Kelly); winner Best Production Manchester Evening News Awards, 2007 (Blonde Bombshells of 1943 by Alan Plater); winner of the John Whiting Award, 2006 (The Rubenstein Kiss by James Phillips); winner of the Meyer-Whitworth Award, 2005 (Osama the Hero by Dennis Kelly); winner of the Evening Standard’s Charles Wintour Award for Most Promising New Playwright and The Susan Smith Blackburn Award, 2005 (Comfort Me with Apples by Nell Leyshon); Olivier Award for Most Promising Newcomer, 2004 (Born Bad by debbie tucker green).

CO-PRODUCING

The company has forged strong relationships with the UK’s leading touring, national and regional theatres, co-producing and working with: The National Theatre, The RSC, Frantic Assembly, Tamasha, Shared Experience, Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse, West Yorkshire Playhouse, Nuffield Southampton, Birmingham Rep, Out of Joint, English Touring Theatre, Bristol Old Vic, Graeae, Curve Theatre Leicester, Drum Theatre Plymouth, Paines Plough, Eclipse Theatre, Chichester Festival Theatre, Octagon Theatre Bolton, UK Arts International, Little Angel Theatre, Polka Theatre, The Brewhouse Theatre Somerset.
YOUTH THEATRE AND OUTREACH PROJECTS
Hampstead’s creative learning and outreach programme has flourished in the new building, providing opportunities for people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities to participate. Heat&Light, Hampstead Theatre’s Young Company, is at the core of Hampstead’s work, providing opportunities for 10 – 25 year olds to work in all aspects of theatre-making, alongside industry professionals. Under the vision of Anthony Clark and the leadership of Eric Dupin, Heat&Light has become an integrated element to the work of Hampstead Theatre, and has offered opportunities to thousands of young people. In 2008/9, there were 809 participants in 15 projects over 311 sessions, producing at least 10 plays with over 25 performances each year, with performances attended by 1,820 audience members. Heat&Light is free to all members and is unique – no other theatre in London provides the wide range of opportunities that Hampstead Theatre is able to offer its young company. 

Other outreach projects, which take place within the venue and in community settings, include: Young at Art, an elders scriptwriting group, in conjunction with Westminster Kingsway College and Winchester Community Centre; ESOL Literacy Project, a drama workshop programme to help improve literacy and English language development, supported by Big Lottery Fund - Reaching Communities. For three years running, Hampstead Theatre has played host to scores of local young performers and producers as a regional partner for New Connections, one of the world's largest celebrations of youth theatre, produced by the National Theatre. Over the summer holidays, Hampstead contributes activities and courses as part of Camden Festival Of Learning (5 – 13 years) and Camden Summer University; scriptwriting projects delivered at the Royal Free and Great Ormond Street Hospitals to work with children who are excluded from mainstream education due to ill health. Projects have been co-led by writers Alexis Zegerman, Kieran Lynn and Nick Grosso. In 2009 Hampstead commissioned Jane Bodie to write a community play for the 50th anniversary season. US was performed in July 2009 by members of the local community and professional actors.

Continued/

YOUNGEST COMMISSIONED WRITER

21 year old Atiha Sen Gupta made her spectacular debut in 2009 with What Fatima Did… and became the first member of Heat&Light, and the youngest writer, to be commissioned and produced by Hampstead Theatre.

TRANSFERS AND TOURS

Two West End transfers; Losing Louis (Simon Mendes da Costa) and a revival of What the Butler Saw (Joe Orton), and a number of UK tours, including Comfort Me with Apples (Nell Leyshon), In The Club (Richard Bean), Blonde Bombshells of 1943 (Alan Plater) and The Best of Friends (Hugh Whitemore).

NURTURING NEW WRITERS

Hampstead Theatre runs a number of attachment schemes and events for writers to develop their craft. 

Start Night happens six times a year. Each event gives four writers the chance to test out their new scripts on audiences and receive tailored feedback. Plays which have started at Start Night and have then been produced include Nick Grosso's Killing Paul McCartney (Assembly Rooms Edinburgh 2004), Joy Wilkinson's Fair (Finborough 2005), Sarah Grochala's Open Ground (Theatre Technis 2005), Justin Scott's Hurt Tennis and The Wires Are Down (Doncaster Sep 2005, Mar 2006), Penelope Skinner's Fucked (Tangram, Old Red Lion), Ali Taylor's Overspill (503), Laura Stevens's Thin Toes (Weaver Hughes Ensemble, Pleasance), Rob Johnston's Human Habitation (24.7 Festival, Manchester).

Daring Pairings, Hampstead Theatre’s new writing festival, started in 2006 and set out to explore new ways of creating theatre through unexpected collaborations. Participants have included Roy Williams, Tanika Gupta, Mark Ravenhill, Amy Rosenthal, Cosh Omar, Atiha Sen Gupta, Heat&Light, Nabokov, The Factory and Paines Plough. Amy Rosenthal’s participation in 2007 resulted in the commission of On The Rocks and Atiha Sen Gupta’s participation in 2006 (aged 17) resulted in the commission of What Fatima Did…
Write for Stage was launched in 2009. Five writers are attached to Hampstead Theatre for a year, to work closely with artists, other writers and directors to receive the full support of our organisation in receiving their first commission. Writers for 2009 were Samantha Ellis, Kieran Lynn, Juliet Gilkes Romero, Satinder Kaur Chohan and Joel Horwood. 

The Pearson Writer in Residence gives one writer every year financial freedom to concentrate on developing their play for production. The most recent Hampstead writer to receive the Pearson award was Alexis Zegerman, for Lucky Seven in 2008. Previous recipients were Nell Leyshon and Steve Waters.

SCHOOLS AUDIENCES AND YOUNG ATTENDERS

Supported by David and Alexandra Scholey, Hampstead Theatre’s Schools Audience Programme provides workshops and resources to complement the students’ visit to the theatre. Teachers are invited to attend a Platform Evening to meet the writer and director, schools are visited by Creative Learning Practitioners for two workshops, the director conducts a masterclass and a leading theatre critic gives an insight into how to review a production effectively. Students attend a Q&A session following the performance and are given access to an online rehearsal diary written by the cast. The cost to schools is only £1 per student. Hampstead’s young attenders (under 26) have risen from 9% to 21% over the past two years.

ACCESS

Hampstead Theatre produces ten plays on the main stage per year, each with assisted performances. Since April 2008, 5,829 audience members have taken advantage of the theatre’s Assisted Performance programme, an increase of 690 from the previous year. Hampstead is a leading member of the UK Access Network and is regarded as a ‘flagship of good practice’ by the Programme Manager at Shape Theatre Arts.

FUNDING

Hampstead Theatre receives core revenue funding from Arts Council England and Camden Council.

Press contact: Becky Sayer - 020 7449 4151 / 07875 007 223 - beckys@hampsteadtheatre.com
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