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HAMPSTEAD THEATRE ANNOUNCES SPRING 2010 SEASON

· STAR-STUDDED JUBILEE FOR CHEKHOV’S 150TH BIRTHDAY

· RSC PRESENTS TWO WORLD PREMIERES

· STAFFORD-CLARK DIRECTS NEW PLAY ABOUT CHARLES DICKENS AND HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN 

· JONATHAN HARVEY PREMIERE IN CO-PRODUCTION WITH HAMPSTEAD, LIVERPOOL AND ENGLISH TOURING THEATRE
· PENELOPE SKINNER COMMISSIONED BY YOUTH THEATRE
Hampstead Theatre starts the new decade with a season of world premieres inspired by historical figures and events. As Anthony Clark steps down as Artistic Director in January his final season celebrates the company’s long standing commitment to collaborating with some of this country’s leading theatre companies to bring to London the very best new writing. Two premieres from the RSC will be followed by new work with Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse, English Touring Theatre, and Out of Joint. The season will kick off with a star-studded special event to mark Anton Chekhov’s 150th Birthday. The announcement of Clark’s successor is expected in early January.

Rebecca Morland, Executive Director of Hampstead Theatre said:

“We are very sad to be losing Anthony in January. His legacy to us is a host of new writing awards, a thriving creative learning programme, a fifty-year-old company, which has successfully doubled in size and output since moving into its new home, and strong connections with new writing companies throughout the country. We are proud to announce our spring 2010 season in conjunction with some of the UK’s leading touring and regional theatres.”
The season launches with A Jubilee for Anton Chekhov; a star-studded celebration of the work of Anton Chekhov, hosted by Michael Pennington and leading Chekhov specialist Rosamund Bartlett. Writers, actors and fanatics, including Eileen Atkins, Simon Russell Beale, William Boyd, Richard Eyre, William Fiennes, Michael Frayn, David Hare, David Horovitch, Steve McNeil, Miriam Margolyes, Rosamund Pike, Lynne Truss and Penelope Wilton, will discus the Russian writer’s work and perform extracts. Proceeds will go towards the restoration of the White Dacha - the house in Yalta where Chekhov wrote Three Sisters and The Cherry Orchard.
As part of its London season, The RSC presents two world premieres by Dennis Kelly and David Greig. Greig will make his debut at Hampstead with Dunsinane, directed by Roxana Silbert. Set in Scotland in the eleventh century at the height of the fight for succession of the Scottish throne, Dunsinane is Greig’s vision of one man's desire to restore peace in a country ravaged by war. Dennis Kelly’s The Gods Weep reveals the corruption and unstoppable forces at work in a world where corporate greed and national security frighteningly overlap. Maria Aberg directs. Kelly returns to Hampstead following the award-winning Osama the Hero and Taking Care of Baby, both directed by Anthony Clark.
Hampstead Theatre and Out of Joint team up once again, following the successes of Alistair Beaton’s Feelgood (2001) and King of Hearts (2007). Max Stafford-Clark directs Anderson’s English, a new play by Sebastian Barry set in the imagined home of Charles Dickens as celebrated children’s writer Hans Christian Andersen arrives unannounced. To the lonely and eccentric guest, the members of Dickens’ household seem to live a life of unreachable bliss. But with his broken English, Andersen fails to recognise the storms brewing within the family. Cast includes Niamh Cusack, Lisa Kerr, Rose Leslie, Alastair Mavor, Kathryn O’Reilly, David Rintoul and Danny Sapani.                                                                                                       more/
/continued
The finale of the season is Canary: a hard-hitting tale of forbidden love that could tear families and lives apart. Set in Liverpool and London, and spanning five decades, this new play by multi-award-winning writer of stage and screen Jonathan Harvey (Beautiful Thing, Gimme Gimme Gimme, Coronation Street) is a tragic, comic and surreal exploration of the changing attitudes towards homosexuality in contemporary Britain. Directed by Hettie MacDonald, who also directed Jonathan's award-winning stage and film versions of Beautiful Thing, Canary is a co-production between Hampstead Theatre and Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse with English Touring Theatre, opening in Liverpool before transferring to Hampstead prior to a UK tour.
Hampstead’s Creative Learning department was thrust into the limelight in 2009 with long-term member of Heat&Light Atiha Sen Gupta’s triumphant debut, What Fatima Did… The spring season begins on 4 March when four budding young writers will see their work performed on the main stage by actors from the Royal Shakespeare Company. In collaboration with the RSC literary and education departments, writers under 25 were asked to submit a short piece, which contains a unique metaphor of war. From 40 entries, four have been chosen to be developed and performed during the run of David Greig’s Dunsinane.
Penelope Skinner premieres a new play, commissioned by the 14 – 18 year old members of Heat&Light, Hampstead Theatre’s young company. Scarlet Circus is written specifically for the group and will be performed in the Michael Frayn Space from 25 – 27 March. Skinner had recent success at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival with Fucked and is due to premiere Eisengrau at the Bush theatre in March 2010.
ENDS

For further information please contact Becky Sayer at Hampstead Theatre:
020 7449 4151  -  07875 007 223  -  beckys@hampsteadtheatre.com
For information about Dunsinane or The Gods Weep contact Philippa Harland:
020 7845 0512  -  philippa.harland@rsc.org.uk

www.rsc.org.uk
Note: Public booking for Andersen’s English and Canary opens Thursday 14 January
Tour details:

ANDERSON’S ENGLISH is a Hampstead Theatre co-production with Out of Joint. It opens at Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds in February before a UK tour and finishes at Hampstead for four weeks from 7 April. For tour details visit: www.outofjoint.co.uk
CANARY is a Hampstead Theatre co-production with English Touring Theatre and Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse.  It premieres at the Liverpool Playhouse from 23 April – 15 May before opening at Hampstead Theatre then on a UK tour

www.ett.org.uk  www.everymanplayhouse.com
Listings

Monday 18 January, 7.30pm
CHEKHOV’S VAUDEVILLES
Michael Frayn 

With David Horovitch, Miriam Margolyes and Steve McNeil
Tickets £20 / £10 

Tuesday 19 January, 7.30pm
CHEKHOV'S WOMEN
Lynne Truss on In the Cart and The Darling 
With Rosamund Pike
Tickets £20 / £10 

Wednesday 20 January, 7.30pm
CHEKHOV’S MAJOR PLAYS
Richard Eyre 

With friends

Tickets £20 / £10 

Thursday 21 January, 7.30pm
CHEKHOV'S DOCTORS

William Boyd on Ionych
With Eileen Atkins
Tickets £20 / £10 

Friday 22 January, 7.30pm
THE PERFECT SHORT STORY
David Hare on Lady with the Little Dog
With Penelope Wilton

Tickets £20 / £10 

Saturday 23 January, 3pm 
ANTON CHEKHOV
An afternoon in the company of the elusive Russian playwright in the form of a narrative comprised of Chekhov’s own words. Written and performed by Michael Pennington.
Tickets £20 / £10 

Saturday 23 January, 7.30pm
CHEKHOV AND UNREQUITED LOVE
William Fiennes on Verochka 

With Simon Russell Beale 

Tickets £20 / £10 
2 February, 7pm

Angle Theatre presents 
STARTNIGHT
Hampstead Theatre’s regular scratch night, curated by Charlotte Gwinner of Angle Theatre
(Michael Frayn Space)

Tickets £10
10 February – 6 March (press night Wednesday 17 February)
A RSC production 

DUNSINANE
By David Grieg 

Director Roxana Silbert

Tickets £20 / £10 
22 February, 7pm

STARTNIGHT
Hampstead Theatre’s regular scratch night where writers test out new material and ask for feedback from the audience.
(Michael Frayn Space)

Tickets £10

11 March – 3 April 2010 (press night Wednesday 17 March)

A RSC production 
THE GODS WEEP 
By Dennis Kelly

Director Maria Aberg

Tickets £20 / £10 
25 – 27 March, 7pm

SCARLET CIRCUS
By Penelope Skinner

Performed by Heat & Light 14 – 18 age group
(Michael Frayn Space)

7 April – 8 May (press night Thursday 8 April)
A Hampstead Theatre and Out of Joint production

ANDERSEN’S ENGLISH 
By Sebastian Barry

Director Max Stafford-Clark
Designer Lucy Osborne
Lighting Tim Bray

Sound Carolyn Downing
Cast includes Niamh Cusack, Lisa Kerr, Rose Leslie, Alastair Mavor, Kathryn O’Reilly, David Rintoul and Danny Sapani.
Tickets £20 / £10

17 May –12 June

Hampstead Theatre, Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse and English Touring Theatre present

CANARY
By Jonathan Harvey
Director Hettie MacDonald

Tickets £20 / £10
LISTINGS INFORMATION

Hampstead Theatre, Eton Avenue, London, NW3 3EU

Nearest tube: Swiss Cottage (exit 2)

Box Office: 020 7722 9301 Book Online: www.hampsteadtheatre.com
Hampstead Theatre is supported by The Arts Council, England and Camden Council
Box Office: 020 7722 9301                                    Press contact: Becky Sayer 

 020 7449 4151 / 07875 007 223

 beckys@hampsteadtheatre.com
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