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Press Release 
Out of Joint and Hampstead Theatre present 

Andersen’s English 
By Sebastian Barry 
Directed by Max Stafford-Clark 
Touring 11 February –3 April 
then 
Hampstead Theatre, 7 April – 3 May (press night Thursday 8 April) 

Max Stafford-Clark directs Andersen’s English, a new play by Sebastian Barry set in the home of Charles Dickens as celebrated children’s writer Hans Christian Andersen arrives unannounced for an extended stay. 

To the lonely and eccentric guest, the members of Dickens’ household seem to live a life of unreachable bliss. But with his broken English, Andersen fails to recognise the storms brewing within the family. 

Andersen’s English is a haunting new play, rich in characters and touched with a wistful humour. 

Dickens’ private and family life have been the subject of much speculation, in particular his strange and gradual alienation of his wife, Catherine. A much loved public figure, he was also an intensely private man. This play explores his home-life, the people close to him, and what happens when a stranger enters behind closed doors. 

Sebastian Barry’s novel The Secret Scripture won the 2008 Costa prize, and he has been twice short-listed for the Booker prize. His plays include the international hit The Steward of Christendom, Our Lady of Sligo and Hinterland. 
Max Stafford-Clark directs a cast including David Rintoul (Doctor Findlay, Pride and Prejudice) as Charles Dickens, Niamh Cusack (Heartbeat, Always and Everyone) as his wife Catherine Dickens, and Danny Sapani (Out of Joint’s world-touring Macbeth) as Hans Christian Andersen. 

Full cast: Niamh Cusack, Lisa Kerr, Alastair Mavor, Kathryn O’Reilly, David Rintoul and Danny Sapani and Lorna Stewart. 

Designed by Lucy Osborne, with lighting by Tim Bray and sound by Carolyn Downing. The musical director is Julian Littman. 

ENDS 
Listings information 

An Out of Joint and Hampstead Theatre production 

ANDERSEN’S ENGLISH 
By Sebastian Barry 

Director Max Stafford-Clark 

Designer Lucy Osborne 

Lighting Tim Bray 

Sound Carolyn Downing 
Tour dates, venues and box office details 
11-13 Feb Bury St Edmunds 
Theatre Royal 01284 769 505 www.theatreroyal.org 

16-20 Feb Southampton Nuffield Theatre 023 8067 1771 www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk 

23-27 Feb Leeds 
West Yorkshire Playhouse 0113 213 7700 www.wyp.org.uk 

2-6 Mar Manchester 
Library Theatre 0161 236 7110 www.librarytheatre.com 

9-13 Mar Belgrade Theatre Coventry 024 7655 3055 www.belgrade.co.uk 

23-27 Mar Salisbury Playhouse 01722 320 333 www.salisburyplayhouse.com 

30 Mar - 3 Apr Mold 
Clwyd Theatre Cymru 0845 330 3565 www.clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk 

7 Apr - 8 May Hampstead Theatre, London 020 7722 9301 www.hampsteadtheatre.com
NOTES 
Out of Joint is a theatre company acclaimed for producing and touring the UK's sharpest new writing. Founded and directed by Max Stafford-Clark following his artistic directorship of the Royal Court, it has premiered plays by the likes of David Hare, Caryl Churchill, Sebastian Barry and Timberlake Wertenbaker, and launched the careers of such talents as Mark Ravenhill and Stella Feehily.
For further information please contact The Corner Shop PR 020 7494 3665 
stephen@thecornershoppr.com 
Box Office: 020 7722 9301                                    Press contact: Becky Sayer 
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