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PRESS RELEASE

March 2010 – For immediate release

Casting Announced for Harvey Premiere
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Hampstead Theatre, Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse and English Touring Theatre present

CANARY
by Jonathan Harvey
Director Hettie Macdonald
Designer Liz Ascroft
Lighting Designer Colin Grenfell
Sound Designer Jason Barnes
Cast includes Sean Gallagher, Philip McGinley, Jodie McNee, Hugh Ross, Kevin Trainor and Paula Wilcox

Hampstead Theatre 19 May – 12 June (press night Monday 24 May)

Award-winning writer Jonathan Harvey makes his long-anticipated return to stage this spring with a major new play, Canary. In a co-production between Hampstead Theatre, Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse, and English Touring Theatre, Harvey is reunited with BAFTA Award-winning director Hettie Macdonald, following their success with the stage and film versions of Beautiful Thing. Canary premieres at the Liverpool Playhouse on Tuesday 27 April, then opens in London at Hampstead Theatre on 24 May, prior to a UK tour. Cast includes Sean Gallagher, Philip McGinley, Jodie McNee, Hugh Ross, Kevin Trainor, and Paula Wilcox.
Spanning three generations, Canary is a tragic, comic and surreal exploration of the changing attitudes towards homosexuality set against the changing backdrop of modern Britain from the 1960s to the present. 

In 1960s Liverpool, two lovers hide in the closet until they are forced to go their separate ways. While pits close and dole queues grow, a couple of runaways find ‘Heaven’ in 1980s London. In 2010, despite civil partnerships and an equal age of consent, the paparazzi chase a love story that could tear a family apart. 
“We’re the litmus test of whether a society respects human rights. We’re the canaries in the mine.”

Jonathan Harvey is a multi award-winning writer for stage and screen. He started his career at Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse and has had three plays produced by Hampstead Theatre (Hushabye Mountain, Out in the Open and Swan Song). His major credits include Beautiful Thing (which won him the John Whiting Award), Gimme Gimme Gimme, Beautiful People and Coronation Street, for which he was responsible for developing the first gay character and is currently condensing 7000 episodes and 2000 storylines into a stage production which will tour the UK later this year in celebration of the show’s 50th anniversary.

The cast includes Paula Wilcox (Man About the House, Shirley Valentine, La Cage aux Folles), Sean Gallagher (The Black Album, Coronation Street, Doctor Who), Philip McGinley (Coronation Street, Great Expectations, Heartbeat), Kevin Trainor (Lost Monsters, Hellboy, John Adams), Hugh Ross (Waste, Love Me Tonight) and Jodie McNee (When We Are Married, A Taste of Honey).
Hettie Macdonald is a highly sought-after director, best known for directing Blink, the BAFTA-winning episode of Doctor Who by Steven Moffat, which many consider the greatest episode of the BBC sci-fi drama. Her vision of Abi Morgan’s White Girl won the BAFTA for best single drama in 2008 and her film directing debut, Beautiful Thing, won the European Film Award for Best Young Film. 

-ENDS-
Press contact: 
Becky Sayer  020 7449 4151 / beckys@hampsteadtheatre.com
Press contacts for Liverpool Playhouse:
Dominic Beaumont  0151 706 9143 / 07515 974 535 / d.beaumont@everymanplayhouse.com 
Pippa Taylor  0151 706 9100 / 07813 014 466 / p.taylor@everymanplayhouse.com 

Press contact for UK tour:
Clióna Roberts  020 7704 6224 / 07754 75 65 04 / cliona@crpr.co.uk
 

Notes:
NATIONAL press night: 

Tuesday 27 April at 7.30pm at the Liverpool Playhouse

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE press night:

Monday 24 May at 7pm

www.hampsteadtheatre.com   www.everymanplayhouse.com   www.ett.org.uk   
Dates:




Liverpool Playhouse

23 April -15 May
0151 709 4776

www.everymanplayhouse.com 

Hampstead Theatre

19 May – 12 June 

020 7722 9301

www.hampsteadtheatre.com
Cambridge Arts Theatre 

15 – 19 June

01223 503333

Malvern Theatres 

22 – 26 June

01684 892277
Theatre Royal Brighton 

29 June – 3 July

01273 764 400

LISTINGS INFORMATION

Hampstead Theatre

Eton Avenue

London

NW3 3EU

Box Office: 020 7722 9301

www.hampsteadtheatre.com
11 March – 3 April 

(press night Wednesday 17 March)

A RSC production 
THE GODS WEEP 

By Dennis Kelly

Director Maria Aberg

Tickets £15 - £25 
25 – 27 March, 7pm

SCARLET’S CIRCUS

By Penelope Skinner

Performed by Heat&Light age 14 – 18 company
(Michael Frayn Space)

Tickets £3 / £2 (concessions)

7 April – 8 May 

(press night Thursday 8 April)
A Hampstead Theatre and Out of Joint production

ANDERSEN’S ENGLISH 

By Sebastian Barry

Director Max Stafford-Clark

Designer Lucy Osborne

Lighting Tim Bray

Sound Carolyn Downing
Cast includes Niamh Cusack, Lisa Kerr, Rose Leslie, Alastair Mavor, Kathryn O’Reilly, David Rintoul and Danny Sapani.

Tickets £15 - £25
17 May –12 Jun

(press night Monday 24 May at 7pm)

Hampstead Theatre, Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse and English Touring Theatre present

CANARY

By Jonathan Harvey

Director Hettie Macdonald

Cast includes Ben Allen, Sean Gallagher, Philip Mcginley, Jodie Mcnee, Hugh Ross, Kevin Trainor and Paula Wilcox 
Tickets £15 - £25

22 June - 17 July 

(press night Thursday 24 June at 7pm)

Headlong and Curve Theatre, Leicester present

SALOME

By Oscar Wilde

Director Jamie Lloyd

Set and Costume Designer Soutra Gilmour

Lighting Designer Jon Clark

Composer and Sound Designer Max and Ben Ringham

Movement Director Ann Yee

Cast includes Zawe Ashton, Tom Byam Shaw, Vyelle Croom, Sam Donovan, Jaye Griffiths, Con O’Neill and Seun Shote

Running time 90 minutes with no interval

Tickets £15 - £25
22 July – 14 August 
(press night Monday 26 July at 7pm)

Tamasha and Harrogate Theatre present

THE HOUSE OF BILQUIS BIBI
by Sudha Bhuchar

adapted from The House of Bernarda Alba by Federico García Lorca

Director Kristine Landon-Smith

Designer Sue Mayes

Lighting Natasha Chivers

Sound Mike Furness
Tickets £15 - £25
UK tour dates tbc
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